Pediatric craniofacial fractures: long-term consequences.
Pediatric craniofacial fractures are distinct from adult fractures because of the anatomical differences that result in unique fracture patterns and challenges in management. The unanswered question remains the outcome with regards to subsequent growth and development. Upon review of all primary craniofacial fractures treated at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, the authors find that the majority are associated with favorable long-term outcome. Severe centrofacial bony and cartilaginous injury may result ingrowth and developmental anomalies in up to 40% of patients.